Dear Dave, 4/19/01 

I won't have time to get very far in thia befiore our ride 
to the funeral home is here but I'll get started and know what I 
intend when I can get Jr^ck to it, tomorrow, possible in the after- 
noon if nttf early morning and agaf"n on Saturday. I'll send 
this separately so you can think of it: address Kurtz an^me to 
Briggs separately, by itself. 

I think I sent you copy of Hood's 4/12 letter to me. Does 
l Briggs , who knows only what the Kurtz who so obviousl# dislikes 
me^knows better or does H l ood, which has most of my records, 
two interstate moving vans full. 

I'll think a bit :.imore^ about this and draft something and 
get it to you as fast as can. 

w y ride ^is here. 

2:11 a.m. 4/20. I forgot, Clay will be here today, 'l'hisjls 
Drior to dialysis. V/j(at follows is a rough idea of what you /WW^- 
consider writing Briggs. 

Kurtz has invented what has never happenrd, that there is 
a special media dislike of Weisb^e?. While Kurtz reflect that 
he does not like irfweisberg, Weisberg's position a^mong those 
all of whom are called critics, is unique^ He has not sought 
publicity since his last book appeared so he has nothing to 
gain from puublicityjbut the truth is that most of the fact of the 
Kennedy assaesinhtion becma became available as the result ojjJ his 
work - in his nine books, the fcthird of a million ^pages 
of withheld records he forced out of official secrecy and what 
he did with those records. He has always made them a^aavailabld 
to all writing in the field, g most of whom he knew in 
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advance he knew he would not agri-e'with and all of them, • and)there 
have been many, including innumerable reporters, have also had ufcn- 
^supervised access to his copier. Years ^ago he told me of New 
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Jtork pimes and several other reportedf spending^, week or~’«6eat a 
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at a time with him. What amused me when he told me of it, twice 
New York ■‘■imes reporters asked him to help them get out of silly 
assignments. 

It is neither scholarly nor honest fito tocredit others, 
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especially in a record for history, with work that^he did, particularly 
no| if it is ""flawed scholarship," which as a matter pf fact 
almost all is^And that shauld not be the record for h^.stor IL. 

With a single exception Weisberg's books are the only oones> 
to av<pid all "theories," which are bnot that, and to be based 
entirely on the official records. 

Years ago he contracted with Hood College, a small callege 
, in Frederick TTfor it to jpet all his work *in toe turn for Hood 
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- permanent ho me. Then that president resigned an^the 
one who replaced her had been Bush's head of internal revenue in 

which she reportedly .wasted four billions on a computer system 
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that\id not work. Fibally she resigned and the new administrtion, 
astounded at the mere volume of what Weisberg had given then had 
him over for luncha and a discussion. Not aware that he had 
already deeded all his work to Hood, they asked him to sign a 
letter doing that. The -e-over jng— le^fee-r. He sent me aa copy of 
the letter to him but I ask that you Akeep in confidential. They 
are going to make an official announcement and Weisbger doe^not 
want to saty a word publicly until they do. However, the second 
paragrapgh of that letter is rather exceptional. They ^Hood 
describes his work, what he gave Hood, as "unparalled in thdworld." 
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Neither you nor ^Kurtz can cite instead anflof Weisberg any 
work that is not "flawed." Including Kurtz's. (I often wonder if 
it is jealously that causes him to dislike Weisberg. ^Weisberg is 
proud of tV\e fact that beginning with his first book, in 1965 and 



continuing wuith eight more, one on the ~ing assassination, 



severe as is his c riticism of so many on and with the Commission 

and of FBI official and agents, those of the CI#"f too, he has not 

g otten a single call or letter from a single one jf them alleging 

that Weisberg 4^d been unfair or inaccurate in what hq said of 

them. And when he and his wife coun t ed tt i Q fe ^i^reply to a doctors 

question more than a decade ago theyHiad lettters alone from 

more than 20,000 people them Fius thousands of phone call, .si- 
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So I think that the better way to approach what you see 
to think will be a special problem and I do not know ever to 
have existed is to convert that fear into a positive rather 
than indulge Kurlz's dislike of N^feisberg. (flit he had ari/proof 
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ecial discrimination against Weisbger I do not kno;/of it 
and would likemto see it.)/ 

What you might say to be included as a rather long note 
is frhat may soungd like I am tooting my own horn but that 
is not my purpose and it mighi attract both reader and media j 
attention because if it su unusual'. 

Most spurce citations in this book are to the work of one man, 
Harold (^eisberg. He i3 the one of those knowsn as QWarren Commission 
critics who has restricted himself to the official records and in 
his writing has avoided all stalled theories. He stick^ntirely 
to the official facts and gives them the meaning they have and the 
government did not use in its explanation of the assassination. 

In order to make public what the government was suppressing 
he filed a dozen lawsuits underhte "Freedom of Information Act. 

Some were precedental one j led to the amending of the ACt in 1974 



to make FBI, CIA and dsimilar ecord3 accessible under the Act 
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In tose lawsuits lphe obtaibed about a third of amillion pageljof 
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assassination records that had been witheld. He has always made 
them available to all others writing in th-. field even though he 
knows he will not agree wit)^ what they write and he has donjjthis 
without supervising them or t^eir uses of his ^"copier. His is the, 
belief of tfur foundin feathers, that the ^people are entitled to all 
views, and he practises it-without chargefor w&st access to what 



it cost him so much of his £l£e -£to obtain and make public. 

Consistent with this, h^ h^^de^eded ali his wrk tcjHood College, 

a fine small college in Frederick^ (N oT 1 in small colleges in a 

peer review in U.S.News.)^ which will keep it as a free public 

archive^ once all the necessary preliminaries are completed. 

When it became unasafe for l/esberg to use the stairs to 

his badsement where he had all those filecabinets and boxes of 
UJUf cl/ uiwT 

records Wwieberg remembere/ dhwt the FBI had told a federal court 
7 HtfW 

about him a»d changed the nature and purpose of his writing. 

0 j 

The FBI had prevented compliance with theAct by perjury. 

0 1 

Normally plaintiffs tell the curt what they want to know in 
wha~l their lawyers file, which, normally, is immune. But insjfead 
of doing that Weisberg put himself undder oath, making himself 
subject to charges of perjury if he lied, and went head-to-head 
with the FBI. 

^nd the FBI blinked. It gave the court a nonsequetur 
J*t%telling it that Weisberg could make such charged "ad infinitim" 
because he knows more abouf! the Kennedy assassination than any- 
working for th'ejFBI. 

ifSo, aged anotx feeble and ill, Weisberg turned to writing 

books on the faulty work of what; ho^ prefers to as "both extremes," 

he being the lonely man in the raidd]#, as a record for history. Tkere 
if' <yv\ 

now are Jwentyfive of thos fcoeks, so/e as long as 200,000 words. He 



5 



is now eighty-eight and he keeps on going desoite the great 

t -l 

ampun t of time taken by treatmen Is for halth problems 



Weisberg began life as a reporter on his ^ome-town sjse&i. news- 
oer. He then became a ^Senate investigator and editor, an investigative 
reporter many of whose stories ~air~were entered into the Congressional 
Recofcd, a magazine Wash ington correspondent, and in World War II 
he was|ian analyst with the Office of Strategic Services, forerunner 
of th CIA. It also used him as an investigative troubleshooter . Some 
of that assignments on which others failed were for the White nouse. 

He lives with \xs also enfeebled wife on the side of a 
. frfiUi't ih 

moutain air Ct-pf stick, Maryland. 
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This is al] off /( he top of jn head, 'ifs I'm doing it it 
occured to me that perhaps yoou should begin by saying that you and 
I are and I'or years have been friend but tha} does not account for cmuj jf* 
'hhe large number of citations t my work. They a>e because ijhave 

done nif 03t of th factual work.... 

\‘ , 

t^ink it over, when I can, I may have other ideas but this 
incites, as best I can think of it now, what I think it wM^would 
be good to include in the book, peiH^haps just before the index. 

Noww I'll see if I ca n read and correct before diaKsis. 




